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Tort Reform   The 2005 legislature reformed tort law in Georgia to help hold down malpractice
insurance costs, making it easier for doctors and hospitals to stay in business. It assists other business
interests by encouraging early out-of-court settlements and punishes parties who file frivolous lawsuits.

Workforce Training   Georgia’s nationally recognized Quick Start program accelerates employee
training and lower expenses by providing customized job-specific training at no cost. Seventy-eight per-
cent of Georgians are high school graduates and over 24 percent have a bachelor’s degree or higher.
Metro Atlanta increased its young adult population by 46 percent and leads the nation in luring highly
educated 25-34-year olds.

Labor   Georgia cut unemployment insurance tax by $100 million for 2007, leaving more money in
the hands of Georgia’s large and small employers. Georgia has the second most solvent unemployment
insurance trust fund and the lowest unemployment insurance tax rates in the Southeast. 

Right To Work   Georgia is a true employment-at-will state with no judicial or legislative exceptions
to the law. Legislation guarantees Georgia workers the right to choose or decline union membership.
Union membership in Georgia is low, estimated to be 7 percent statewide.

Utilities   Georgia’s utility systems offer an abundance of resources and capacities. The electric sys-
tems maximize fuel diversity and excess capacity in transmission. Electric rates are 15 percent below
national average. Georgia’s natural gas and telecommunication systems offer limited market-based com-
petition. 

Economic Outlook   Georgia outpaces the nation’s and the world’s gross product projections.
Georgia’s GSP outlook for 2007 is 3.3 percent, the nation’s is 2.3 percent and the world’s is 3.2 percent.

Industry Leader   Top industries include automotive, agriculture, food processing, tourism, life
sciences, high technology, metal fabrication and plastics. Exports from Georgia industries totaled
$20.6 billion in 2005, ranking Georgia as the 11th largest exporting state in the nation.

Global Georgia   Global Georgia offers opportunities to growing international companies. 1,600
facilities in Georgia are owned by companies from 43 different countries and employ over 112,000
employees.

Location Georgia offers
statewide economic
development services to
expanding businesses.

MEAG Power is a
public generation
and transmission
corporation providing
wholesale electricity
to Georgia’s public
power utilities.
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